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734 662-1334 


Mr. H. Grady Howell, Jr. 
103. Trace Harbor Road 
Madison, Mississippi 39110 


Dear Grady: 


I opened Volume III of For Dixie Land I'll Take My _ Stand, 
a_ Muster Listing of All Known Mississippi Confederate 
Soldiers, Sailors and Marines N-Z, and carefully inspected 
Volume IV which is a wonderful collection of pictures that 
I looked at for a long time. Then I indexed Volume III to 
Volume IV so I could tell who you have pictures of. Both 
books are well bound and lie open easily--this is not an 
idle comment because I once worked in book production at 
the University of Michigan Press. 


When I first looked at your book of pictures I thought to 
tell you about Tim Burgess and the collection of pictures in 
the Carter Museum, but I see that some of the _ pictures 
came from Tim so he has probably sent you copies of all 
those Mississippians posted in the museum. 


Carnton and _ the Confederate Cemetery 
I may have told you that our daughter Nancy J. King 


(married to Timothy Babb) has been on the faculty of 
Vanderbilt Law School since 1990 and served for two years 


as Associate Dean. So T am frequently visiting in 

Nashville. the last time for Grandparents’ Chocolate Day at 
Harding Academy on December 17. Then I visited Carnton 
and the Confederate Cemetery with the King/Babb- family 
for the nth time. Surprisingly that weekend Martin's 


grave alone of the 1500 other graves was decorated with a 
plastic-covered message of good wishes to Corporal Martin 
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Bond and large artificial flowers. I don't know who would 
have done it and only for him? 


It had been some years since I had visited Carnton, though 
I often visit the cemetery as do my _ grandchildren. It is a 
regular 4th grade trip for Harding, the private school they 
both attended. The guides at Carnton now tell us that after 
the battle the McGavocks moved out of the house as it was 
turned into a hospital for amputations. They tell us the 
family stayed on the top story of an adjacent building. 
When I was last there before there were blood stains 
showing on the floor of only one second-floor room. Now 
much more paint has been stripped off the floor and_ every 
second-room floor shows blood stains some in the outlines 
of bottoms of buckets. 


Preston Bond 


I think I have another picture for you, Preston Bond, 
brother of Wilkin and Martin in a suit made by Pres's 


mother Lydia Nelson Bond (Russel's wife). I suspect she 
also made the three suits in the Bonds’ picture on your 
page 31. Pres's picture that I can find is one of 5 in the 


Bond family found on a large piece of paper in the house 
Polly Ann homesteaded at Lyman, a copy of which was sent 
to me by my cousin, Bill Lowery. Pres, the youngest boy 
in the family, served in the 5th Battalion. 


Alma Hickman (one of mother's mentors) once wrote a 
short story about searching the swamps towards the end of 
the War for a 16-year-old being helped by his family to 
avoid service towards the end of the War. It's very well 
written. If you want a copy of it I look for it. 


Pres Bond's house (turned 90 degrees from its original 
orientation) is on Highway 49 just north of Wiggins near 
the town of Bond. (There is a picture of the house in my 
mother's book.) My grandmother Sarah Lydia Herrington 
(born 1868) attended school in Pres's house with several 
other children of her age, including, I think, Willard F. 
Bond, later Superintendent of Mississippi schools. 
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Pres survived the War along with his sisters Nellie, Mary 
(Polly) Ann Bond (my great-grandmother), Kizzie, and 
Delphi (Adelphia). Their brothers Wilkin & Martin in the 
Third Mississippi did not. Pres Bond applied for a_ pension 
and I have sent for a copy of his application. 


Martin & Wilkin Bond 
As you know, Martin with Company H of the Third 


Mississippi Infantry was killed on the battlefield at 
Franklin and Wilkin of the same company was wounded 


there. I don't know which of the 41 house/hospitals in 
Franklin he was in but like your ancestor he was _ taken 
prisoner on December 17 (or thereabouts) when the 
Confederates had to abandon their wounded as _ they 
retreated from Nashville and south through Franklin. I 


don't think he was hospitalized at Carnton because that 
house may have been used exclusively for amputations and 
there never has been a hint that Wilkin had a limb 
amputated. (He may have gone to Camp Chase via 
Louisville. That was the way my great-grandfather John 
Milton Herrington of the Live Oak Rifles was sent after 
being wounded in the left hip at Franklin and also the way 
Cephas Bond.) Wilkin died at Camp Chase of variola in 
March 1865 just before the end of the War. Having read 
that on Aunt Grace's UDC application, I found out that 
variola is an old name for smallpox. (I have also 


encountered the noun '"varioloid.") Typical of a country boy 


not to have been vaccinated although vaccinations against 
smallpox had been available at least in U.S. cities since the 
late 1794.. 


I once recalled that my mother had told me that her half- 
sister Grace (daughter of Delphi and my _ grandfather 
Herrington) was a member of the UDC. Grace married a 
judge in Alabama and [ think my mother thought the UDC 
application was part of Grace's efforts to raise her own 
social status. (I remember being told) something about fox 
hunting as part of that famiy's life style.) [ have had 
trouble getting in touch with the UDC (and it always seems 
to be the weekend when I go through Richmond) but some 
years ago I send a copy of mother's book to them as a 
lagniappe and asked them to send me copies of Aunt 
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Grace's application. They did. That's how I first found 
out about Wilkin and Franklin and Wilkin's death by 
variola at Camp Chase, Ohio, none of which I had ever 
heard of. As a matter of fact I thought until then that vou 
had to be a direct descendant of a veteran to join the UDC, 
which of course upon reflection would make no _ sense. since 
a large portion of the soldiers were unmarried 17-year- 
olds. 


Much later I[ found Martin's, Russel's, and Wilkin's picture 
marked on the back with a label pasted by my grandmother 
which you printed in your book on the 3rd Mississippi. 


That was before Nancy moved to Nashville so when she did 
I drifted to Franklin on my first visit, never expecting to 
find Martin's grave. To my surprise I found "M. Bond" 
listed in the booklet based on Mrs. McGavock's handwritten 
list of the soldiers buried in the Confederate Cemetery 
which she and her husband gave two acres for. 


As to Wilkin's grave at Camp Chase, I learned from a Civil 
War magazine that there was going to be a re-enactment at 
Camp Chase, Ohio, at a time I was driving south anyway. 
(I couldn't figure out how they would do a reenactment in a 
cemetery which is all that is left of Camp Chase.) But I 
went and found Wilkin's grave. One of the speakers at that 
re-enactment mentioned that in the 1890's (and maybe 
before and after) railroad carloads of flowers were shipped 
to Camp Chase cemetery from Southern families, probably 
on Memorial Day. I am sure [I am the first member of the 
family who has visited both Martin's and Wilkin's grave or 
maybe either’ grave. 


At the Battle of Franklin reunion of descendants in 2002. I 
found three other women with ancestors who were sent to 


Camp Chase. Apparently there was a smallpox section of 
the camp to which at least one prisoner. not ill with 
smalllpox, was sent as punishment. That must have been 
the section of the prison where Wilkin died. We four 
women have formed a "Camp Chase caucus" among the 


Franklin descendants. 
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Cephas_ Bond 


Cephas Bond, also of Company H of the 3rd Mississipi, was 
a much younger brother of my _ great-great-grandfather 
Russel (don't know which is his spelling is Russel or 


Russell; I have seen it both ways). Lou Anderson's Bond 
genealogy says Cephas is found in the records as Seaford, 
Seaborn, Josephus, and Seaphus. His father was Lt. 


Colonel John Bond whose descendants (including Cephas's) 
have a reunion each year on the Sunday before Labor Day 
at Flint Creek Park near Wiggins. I have been attended it 
five times including 2002. According to Lou Anderson's 
mammoth book on the Bonds, Cephas_ enlisted as a 
Confederate soldier on October 8, 1861 at Pass Christian. 
He was wounded at Franklin and taken prisoner on 
December 14, 1864. He was transferred from Franklin to 
Louisville, then to Camp Chase, and then to Pt. Lookout, 
Maryland, and was released on June 9, 1865 after taking 
the Oath of Allegiance. On June 14, 1865, he was sent 
from the Provost Marshall General, Washington, D.C. to 
Harrison County, MS. 


Lou Anderson writes that family legend says that money 
was not provided and that Cephas walked (or managed (for 
horseback transportation) the entire way home. (I didn't 
think money was ever provided for Confederates to return 
home at the end of the War.) Ms. Anderson writes that 
Cephas never recovered from the Civil War wounds and 
remained in poor health after the War, taking his life with 
a shotgun about 1906, according to his widow's application 
for a_ pension. 


John Milton Herrington 


As to John Milton Herrington (my _ great-grandfather) as a 


Confederate soldier, it is family tradition supported by 
your book To Live and Die in Dixie, by documents from 
microfilm at the Pascagoula library from the Mississippi 
State Archives, and by his second wife Mary E. 
Herrington's application for a widow's’ pension, and from 


page 386 of your book that he was a member Company A 
of the Third Mississippi, the Live Oak Rifles (which figures 
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since the Herrington place was in Jackson County at its 
northern border with George County by the confluence of 
Red and Black Creeks) and that he was wounded at Franklin 
in the left hip. The documents and the application state he 
was sent to Camp Chase. (Mary Herrington refers to it as 
Camp Chase, Maryland. If, like Cephas, John Milton was 
sent from Camp Chase, Ohio, to Pt. Lookout, Maryland, — in 
making out her pension application 60 years later Mary 
Herrington may have blended the two _ locations.) 


The family history comes from my first cousin Elizabeth 
Sulteen, daughter of Bess who was my mother's half sister. 
Bess like my mother was a granddaughter of John Milton. 
Bess told her duaghter Elizabeth that her daddy (C. A. 
Herrington) told her he remembers his father coming home 
from the War, limping, perhaps walking up a long road 
toward the house. (A long road lined on both sides with 
trees--or am I confusing that with Gone With the Wind?) 
C. A., John Milton's youngest child and only boy, 
remembered that when his sisters sighted John Milton a 
long way off and recognized their father they started 
crying and he didn't understand why they were crying. 
Daddy was coming home and to this ILl-year-old boy that 
was no reason to cry! 


John Milton was walking home from Camp Chase unless he 
had been sent to another prisoner of war camp as Cephas 
was. Why his papers are John C. and we know him as John 
Milton, I don't know, but it is the same person. 


On page 554 of your book he is listed in the Live Oak Rifles. 


John Milton subsequently became a justice of peace in 
Jackson County and held other public offices. His first wife 
was Phoebe Jones and after she died he married Mary Byrd 
Fairley, "widow" of Matthew W. Fairley. The Fairley place 
apparently adjoined the Herrington’ place’ near the 
confluence of the creeks. It seems that Matthew was also 
a Live Oak Rifle and you list him as M. W. Fairley. Mary 
Fairley was apparently, at least after the War, an 
annoying, abrasive, critical, and irritating woman, no fun 
to live with or have visit. There are a lot of Fairleys still 
left around Wiggins and Jackson County so the family 
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history is alive and well among them and the O'Neals. My 
cousin Arl O'Neal of Wiggins told me that a lot of people 
think Matthew wasn't killed, "he just took off." (Still 
talking about 1865 as if it was yesterday! This is as close 
as I have come to Faulkner's comment that in the South 
"the past isn't dead, it isn't even past.'') Two O'Neals 
married into the Herrington and the Fairley families and 
this is probably where Arl got the comment. 


Arl also told me that in the middle of the War there was a 
crisis in the Fairley family, Sarah Belle was sick and about 
to die, when Confederates came to bring Matthew Fairley to 
be a_ soldier. He pleaded to be left at home until the crisis 
was over but the men who came for him refused to allow 
him the time. 


John Milton Herrington is buried in a very small three- 
grave family cemetery just off an old logging road in what 
were once heavy woods on land now used for hunting. Since 
I first saw the graves International Paper has clear cut the 
land but fortunately not immediately around the graves. 
The little graveyard is near where the Fairley place would 
have been and the first burial there was of Sarah Belle 
Fairley, a daughter of Matthew and Mary Byrd Fairley 
who died in 1863 during the War. (It must have been her 
approaching death which Matthew pleaded when he _ didn't 
want to go with the soldiers.) The graveyard is near the 
junction of Black and Red Creeks and I once saw there a 
sign on a board’ that said "Herrington Landing." It is no 
longer’ there. 


Arl said that in the 1880's one of John Milton's daughters (I 


think Aunt Eliza Herrington O'Neal, Arl's) grandmother) yu 
S S | 
a tombstone (engraved for John Milton) in a wagon = and 
drove it cross country to mark her father's grave. It must 
PY fond 


have been a very rough and bumpy trip. She left a road 
where Highway 49 now is and drove the wagon = across 
bumpy fields to Jackson County. I needed Arl to help me 
find the tiny cemetery because rutty and muddy back 
roads have to be traversed and they are full of holes and 
but Arl is gone now. He died on December 23, 1999. He 
was, like me, a great-grandchild of John Milton. 


t 
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Mary Herrington is buried in another cemetery on flat land 
near a field which Arl showed me. She applied for a 

widow's pension on John Milton's record and I got a copy of 
her application from the Pascagoula Library genealogy 
section. Mary died in 1928. 


Cincinnatus Abernathy Herrington 


My grandfather Herrington was killed in December 1923, 
three months before I was born. He was called "Nat" in 

Wiggins. He was driving his truck across the Gulf & Ship 

Island tracks near McHenry when his truck was hit by a 
train he didn't hear coming. 


My mother said he often talked about his fear as a young 
boy of the Yankee cavalry who rode across Mississippi from 
Baton Rouge in December 1864 in Davidson's raid. They 
had been sent to cut Hood's supply lines on the northbound 
Mobile & Ohio railroad in Alabama close to the Mississippi 
border. When the Yankee cavalry reached the Pascagoula 
River in December 1864 it was too flooded to cross, even 
by ferry, so they went down the west side of the river to 
the Gulf Coast. They rode through the Ramsay place, _ the 
O'Neal place, and many other farms and homes. 


The Yankees in Mississippi were sending boys and old men 
as prisonersto Fort Massachusetts on Ship Island in the 
Gulf. C.A. was 11 years old. As the Yankees reached the 
Herrington place, C.A. hid in his family's corn crib which 
had pumpkins piled close to the roof. Scared to death, he 
stayed there during the raid without making a sound while 
the pumpkins dropped on his head ("Plump, plump, 
plump"). In later life he told this story often. By the time 
my mother heard the story 35 vears later, Nat made it 
sound very funny. 


Arl had a Davidson's raid story which [I never wrote down 
because [ thought we would have a lot more time’ together 
so I remember it only in outline. His O'Neal ancestors (a 
set of brothers) were not enthusiastic about the War and 
didn't serve. Whether they hid out in swamps I was _ never 
sure. They constituted themselves a "Home Guard" and 
rescued at least one woman whose house had just been 
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entered by Yankee raiders. The O'Neal brothers had 
spotted the cavalrymen's horses tied up to her porch rail. 


My mother's high school classmate Walline Skoglund 
Batson toldus the story of her grandmother Ramsay who 
sewed her silverware in the hems of her skirt and moved 
her feet slowly and carefully in tiny flat sliding steps so 
the Yankees wouldn't hear the silver clink. 


There is another’ family's tale of the raid in Four Centuries 
on the Pascagoula. I wanted to gather more of these 
stories but it's hard to do it without Arl. 


William Dallas Cruthirds 


According to my _  great-grandmother's application for a 
pension my _ great-grandfather William Dallas Cruthirds rode 
with Forrest. In Mary (Polly) Ann Bond's application for a 
widow's pension from Stone County she says he did. I have 
sent for a copy of the original application. 


William Cruthirds was in the 15th Confederate Cavalry (not 
a Mississippi unit) which was apparently under Forrest's 
command. He would have been 17 at the beginning of the 
War in 1861. I found a lot of microfilmed military records 
on him in the Pascagoula library but they were not too 
informative. 


He is buried in a little family cemetery of Cruthirds and 
Sweatmans off Cowan Road north of Pass Road near Bayou 
Bernard, carefully walled off from a new subdivision. It 
is near Handsboro and very near where the location of the 
old Cruthirds homestead which no longer stands. William 
died of pneumonia in 1872 at the age of 28 leaving my 


great-grandmother Polly Ann Bond Cruthirds (later 
Eldridge) to care alone for three little children, my 
grandmother Sarah Lydia Cruthirds. born in 1868 and then 
4 years old, Bill (age 3), and Wash (age 1). Polly Ann 


would leave my grandmother in charge of her two young 
brothers and go out in the fields to work, but the four- 
year-old couldn't manage the toddler and the _ baby. 
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Thus Polly Ann Bond Cruthirds wasn't able to make it alone 
and moved back to Wiggins (not so named yet) to live 
with her mother and father Russel and Lydia Nelson Bond. 
From the five years she spent as a child in the Russel Bond 
house my grandmother remembered her grandmother 
Lydia as rather sour and angry. Now that [ know Lydia 
Bond had lost her two oldest sons, 4-1/2 months and 1 
month before the end of the War, I think she must have 
been very depressed by their deaths to say nothing of the 
effect on the formerly well-off family from the hard 
struggle to survive in Reconstruction. (Once during World 
War II I got a heartfelt lecture from my Grandma about 
the sufferings of an occupied country when I bemoaned the 
capture of Paris by the Germans which had occurred the 
day before.) 


I don't believe Polly Ann Bond Cruthirds's second husband 
Napoleon Bonaparte Eldridge was a war veteran. She 
married him in about 1877. In about 1894 he shot himself 
in his house at Lyman, Mississippi, a house that Polly Ann 
had homesteaded. It was on the old road north from _ the 
Gulf (can't remember the name of the road right now). In 
1924 long after her second husband's death, Polly Ann 
Bond (Cruthirds) Eldridge applied for a pension on the _ basis 
of William Cruthird's record. It was remarkable that Polly 
Ann married two men after the Civil War when there was a 
severe shortage of men in the South. 


Napoleon B. Eldridge died in when his daughter Aunt Nell 
Eldridge (later Lowery, my grandmother's half-sister) was 
14. She discovered him dead in his bedroom when she 
brought him his morning coffee. The new owners of that 
house have heard and felt a ghost in that room and Nell's 
son Oscar Lowery and [I were mesmerized by their stories a 
few years ago when we visited them in the newly 
redecorated house. 


What is your next book project? 


Best, 
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Jean Ledwith King 


P.S. I am reading Rebel Private: Front and Rear: Memoirs of 
a Confederate Soldier (Meridian, 1997) by William A. 
Fletcher, a footsoldier in Hood's Texans and a horseman in 
Terry's Texas Rangers. I bought it in Gulfport on December 
27, 2000, when I was in Mississippi for Arl's funeral. 

Have you seen it? The back cover says Shelby Foote calls 

it “the best account I know of." 


P.P.S. I came to Mississippi again January 9 and 10, 2000, 
for the 185th celebration of the Battle of New Orleans in 
which Lt. Col. John Bond fought under Andy Jackson with a 
company he had formed from his Bond relatives. He may 
not have reached the battle site at Chalmette but might 
have been part of the militia that were needed to guard 
against British penetration of the numerous rivers’ bayous 
emptying into the Gulf on the Louisiana coast. 
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ammenities Oa ai 


lonice MADERE), b. Nov. 
‘ice P. EDRINGTON and 
s parish (SJBED, B4, 181) 
zlonie MADERE), 21 mo., 
cantor] in our absence,” d. 


Jand, sailor on board the 
abo, ca. 54 yr., i. Mar. 10, 
1 River (SLC, F14, 32) 


}), b. Mar. 19, 1824, 2 yr., 
+ (SLC, B34, 103) 


both natives and residents 
ep. 13, 1823, s. Santiago 
(SLC, B36, 44) 


at Charity Hospital of this 
Madame EGLIZ] 


ustin, native of Bordeaux 
Ana BURIAT, native of 
sidents of this city of New 
ar. 4, 1824, pgp. Pedro 
d Maria JIRON, mgp. [o], 
N[E?] (SLC, B33, 131) 


MEL, dec.), native of this 
GE, Sep. 27, 1825, w. 


Thelesfort ROUSSELLE, Celestin MATHERNE, Jean Baptiste 
VOLION, and Francois ESNEAULT [@ESNAULTS] (SJBED, 
M3, 95) 

Andre (Andre, dec., and Genevieve BADOUIN), native of St. Charles 
Parish, sp. Agnes HYMEL, 52 yr., i. Apr. 8, 1824, d. Apr. 8, 1824, 
at Henry BODET'S home (SJBED, F2, 75) 


ELDRIDGE 

Francisco Miguel (Michel, native of Nassau on New Providence 
[Bahamas], and Sara Elizabeth SMOLEY, native of London, 
capital of England, both residents of New Orleans), b. Oct. 30, 
1824, bn. Apr. 10, 1824, s. the young Francisco ALPUENTE and 
the young Maria Palmira ALPUENTE (SLC, B33, 140) [ed. note: 
godfather is 10 years old, godmother is 6 years old] 


ELESTE 

Maria (Eduardo, native of Ireland, resident of this city, and Luisa 
CATOIRE, native and resident of this city), b. Jun. 13, 1825, bn. 
Oct. 13, 1821, s. Antonio RODRIGUEZ and Maria BERNARD 


(SLC, B36, 46) 


ELIE 
Louis, native of Pascaula [sic - Pascagouia?] in Florida, ca. 22 yr., i. 
Sep. 25, 1824, d. [o] (SLC, F12, 174) [ed. note: surname uncertain] 


[E/C]LISSERE 

Luis Joseph (Louisa, native and resident of this city), b. Mar. 9, 1824, 
bn. Mar. 19, 1821, s. Louis VIGNER and Josephine ALLARD, 
absent, p. Widow JOUGEANT (SLC, B34, 101) 


ELKINS 

Elphege Jackson (Harvey, native of Boston [MA], and Gertrude 
D'AIGLE, native of this city), b. Apr. 27, 1825, bn. Apr. 19, 1825, 
in New Orleans, s. Fr. MICHAUD (the baptizing priest), and 
Josephine PEPE (SLC, B36, 17) 


141 
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